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          Guitar Chords

Mandolin Chords (First Position)
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Originally from fiddler Henry Reed of Glen Lyn, Virginia, it was learned from directly from Reed and popularized in modern times by folklorist and fiddler Alan Jabbour. Reed himself may have learned it from hearing it emanating from a steam-driven calliope. "Over the Waterfall" is a melody that is fairly wide-spead throughout the British Isles and North America, explains Jabbour, and was used both for a well-known British-American song sometimes called "Eggs and Marrowbones" (AKA “Old Woman from Wexford,” “Old Woman in Dover,” “Wily Auld Carle” etc.) and as an instrumental tune. Comparison with “� HYPERLINK "http://www.ibiblio.org/fiddlers/DAN_DAR.htm" \l "DARK_GIRL_DRESSED_IN_BLUE_[2]" �The Dark Girl Dressed in Blue [2]�” in O’Neill’s Music of Ireland (1903) reveals a striking similarity between the two, and it is possible “Over the Waterfall” was adapted from an Irish source. Others have suggested that it may originally have been a composed piece from the turn of the century that was spread by travelling�circus and riverboat musicians.








From: “The Fiddler’s Companion” 


At:    www.ibiblio.org/fiddlers
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