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Christian Wig CD Review— 

Come Back Boys and Feed the 
Horses  
By Lilly Hsu and Phil Sparks  

Come Back Boys and Feed the Horses  is the third and 
latest in Christian Wig’s Fiddling on the Frontier series 
and his fourth CD overall.  Christian again focuses on 
songs that existed prior to 1840, before the time when 
the Civil War and the era of Minstrel shows “brought 
many musical influences from the northern states.” Like 
the other tunes from the Fiddling on the Frontier CDs, 
the upper southeastern region of the US (namely, 
Kentucky and West Virginia) is the source for these 
tunes. As before, Christian uses tunes from The Hamblen 
Collection and Knauff’s Virginia Reels.  In selecting these 
tunes, Christian sought out the ones that are more 
archaic—learned from older family members or sources 
outside the family.  

This is Wig’s first collaboration with Mark Ward, who accompanies him on minstrel banjo, gourd banjo, and fiddle. 

Lilly:  I am excited that Christian’s latest CD is now available. At Breakin’ Up Winter in March 2011 and again in a 
Nashville concert this past June, he gave a preview of the tunes now on this CD. 

Phil:  Yes, I’ve been eagerly awaiting Come Back Boys—ever since I heard some of the tunes at the BLH concert.   

Lilly:  Phil, how would you rank Christian’s latest in his series of Frontier Fiddling? 

Phil:  It’s an excellent CD, right up there with his previous CDs. In addition, I think this one shows a little more 
confidence. Christian seems to be having a bit more relaxed good fun.  

Lilly:  Are there any tunes that stand out in your mind?  I really like “Kate’s Got the Bellyache” from Estill Bingham, a 
Kentucky fiddler. While it is similar to “Jake’s Got the Bellyache,” the rhythm is different, and it has more of a 
modal quality. 

I also love the title track “Come Back Boys and Feed the Horses” from Tom Whit, a West Virginia fiddler. This is 
one tune that I’m determined to learn. I like its modal quality and the driving rhythm. I also appreciate the fact 
that Christian and Mark both play cross-tuned fiddles on the CD, at times an octave apart.   

Phil:  Yes, “Come Back Boys” is my favorite, along with “Bonaparte’s March.” But then there are other fine tunes like 
“Jenny Run Away,” “Cluck Old Hen,” and “Little Boy Working on the Road.” I’ll try to transcribe one of these 
tunes for some future edition of the newsletter. 

Lilly:  Is there anything that makes this CD stand apart from the other Fiddling on the Frontier CDs?   

Phil:  Just the relaxed confidence I mentioned before. Mostly, I think it fits in perfectly with the others. The Fiddling on 
the Frontier series is one of the finest CD sets available to old-time music lovers. 

Lilly:  I think this may be his most ambitious one, showcasing more obscure titles such as “Calahan,” a tune about a 
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Scottish outlaw hanged for murder, and “Shelbyville,” with its strong African-American influence.  

For the first time, this CD has vocals added to some of the tracks such as “Jenny Ran Away in the Mud in the 
Night,” “Come Back Boys and Feed the Horses,” “Hog-Eyed Man,” and “Yellow Gal.” 

Phil:  Yes, the singing is a nice touch. Christian has the right voice for old-time, a bit coarse but clear and in tune. I’m 
always amazed that he, or anyone else for that matter, can play the fiddle and sing at the same time. 

Lilly:  Phil, would you recommend this CD to old-time musicians? 

Phil:  Absolutely! I have all of Christian’s CDs and listen to them all regularly. It’s too bad that Christian’s first CD, Gate 
to Go Through, is out of print. It’s not part of the Frontier series, but the fiddling, the banjo picking, and the 
singing are all up to par with his later CDs. 

Lilly:  I highly recommend Come Back and Feed the Horses; in fact I also recommend the other two CDs in the series, 

Lost Indian and /ƘŀŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Brad Leftwich’s Book on Round Peak Fiddle 
By Phil Sparks  

Back in 2007, while on a pilgrimage at Clifftop, I heard talk of a book by Brad Leftwich on the Round Peak style of 
fiddling. The folks were raving about it, and (they said) it would be out “any day now.” 

Ever since, I’ve been waiting for it to come out. I even wrote Mel Bay two years ago and asked when it would be 
released. “Soon,” they said, but nothing more.  

Yesterday, my August-September issue of The Old-Time Herald arrived and there, on page 4, was an advertisement for 
the long-awaited book. 

According to the ad, the book focuses on the work of Tommy Jarrell and has detailed transcriptions of 83 tunes—in 
standard music notation and fiddle tab. There is also a CD, along with helpful stylistic tips and loads of other 
information. 

The price is $25, plus $3 for shipping and handling. You can order it online from www.melbay.com/oth or you can call 1
-800-863-5229 to order it over the phone.  

I have already ordered mine. 

 

Buchanan Log House Fall Folk Festival 

Once again, NOTSBA assisted 
with Buchanan’s annual 
fundraiser, playing for a 
performance of the Cripple 
Creek Cloggers, working at 
the volunteer day in advance 
of the event, and helping 
return the site to its 
completely cleaned-up state 
at the end of the festival. 
There was a good turnout for 
the afternoon fest, which 
included activities and 
vendors that utilized all of 
the land adjacent to the log 
house. We wound down at 
about dusk, storing the last of the equipment brought out for the festival, and feeling good about the effort we put into 
helping with Buchanan’s event. ~MLD 

The NOTSBA Performance Group warms up for its accompaniment  
performance at the Buchanan Log House Fall Folk Festival on September 17th.  
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Still Looking for a Notsba Third-Thursday Jam Site   

We will have our October Third-
Thursday jam at the Fiddle and 
Pick on the 20th. We do need 
your input about how it would 
work for you in the long term.  

The Fiddle and Pick is in Pegram. 
Gretchen and Tim welcome many 
genres of acoustic music to their 
space. You can hear concerts, get 
lessons, attend jams and find a 
community of music-lovers of all 
ages here. 

We’ll update you  as other 
suggestions come in for another 
new jam site. If you have any 
ideas, please get them to 

members of the jams committee. We’ll be happy to do the legwork. 

The Jams Committee members are Mary Alice Bernal, Laura Blankenship, Mary Lou Durham, Phil Sparks, Todd Wright, 
and Lilly Hsu, Notsba’s President.           ~MLD

   

First-Thursday Performance Group Practices 
For the last two months we’ve been concentrating on getting good versions of tunes we usually play for performances. 
The method has been to have a fiddler who is comfortable with the tune play it and let us hear the version. Then we 
join in to approach that version. We’re also practicing starting tunes, ending them, and 
keeping together while we 
play. We’ve had some 
discussions about chords, 
which ones to use in specific 
places, and we’ve also played 
with some arrangements.  

At the Buchanan Log House 
Fall Festival recently we played 
for the Cripple Creek Cloggers, 
a dance group that performs to 
music played at a good clip. 
Their sets can last for twenty 
minutes or longer. We became 
very aware of the merits of 
having medleys at the 
ready to use in such 
situations. 

The tunes we are working 
on in these sessions now 
are being recorded. They will eventually be posted on the Web-site for us to pull up and practice at home if we wish. 
We’ve had some positive comments on how these sessions are working for folks and how the overall sound is 
improving as we increase our consciousness of the elements that contribute to a tight performance. Please join us. 
              ~MLD 

The Third-Thursday Jam 
at the 61st Avenue 
Methodist Church on 
September 15th.  
Note the absence of 
guitar, bass, or any 
primarily rhythm instru-
ments. Note too, the 
hard surfaces which 
provided an intense 
reverb effect. It has 
been suggested that to 
make this room work, 
we would have to alter 
our playing styles to 
produce less volume, in 
all, a softer sound.  

pics: MLD 

 

Two NOTSBA groups played for a Civil War reenactment and history day at Fort Negley on September 24th.  
Here you see the afternoon participants. During most of the time we heard cannons being fired on the other 
side of the Visitors Center where we played on the porch overlooking the Sounds’ stadium.   pics: MLD 
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Scheduled Jams  
Important Note: Ongoing Changes in our Jam Schedules 
¶ The Tune Workshops have lately been moving around to different Thursdays. 
¶ For October, as noted below, the workshop will be at Church of the Advent on the FOURTH Thursday.  
¶ November and December are not scheduled at this time.  
In other words, the jams will continue to be held where we currently hold them, but the Tune Workshops are moving around to  
different Thursdays—to give more people an opportunity to attend. To avoid confusion, please pay close attention to this, the 
“Scheduled Jams” section of our newsletter, and see October’s schedule below. ~PS 

October 6, 2011, First-Thursday Performance Group Practice 

NOTSBA members are invited and encouraged to come practice for the group performances we do from time to time. We practice 
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Buchanan Log House.  

October 13, 2011, Second-Thursday Regular Jam 

6:30-8:30 PM, at the Buchanan Log House, 2910 Elm Hill Pike. Everyone who plays old-time string band music is welcome to this 
jam, so come on out to play. NOTSBA jams are free.  

October 20, 2011, Third-Thursday Jam, another new possibility 

We’ve been working on getting a place to hold the Third-Thursday jam. Tonight we have a chance to try out the Fiddle and Pick, 
already known by many of us as a host of many jams, including our Fourth-Sunday jam this month (see below). Please come have 
some tunes with us on Thursday evening, and then let us know what you think.  
Directions:  
Go west on I-40, and take Exit 196, "70S/Bellevue/Newsome Station." Turn right onto 70 South. After 1.8 miles, you will come to a 
"T" in the road. Take a left onto 70 West. Go about 4.5 miles to the first traffic light where Hannah Ford Drive crosses Hwy 70. The 
Fiddle and Pick is on the far right corner. It's an older building with a stone front. The address is 456 Hwy 70, Pegram, TN 37143. 

October 23, 2011, Fourth-Sunday Jam  

The Fiddle and Pick is most welcoming to our jam and many others. See directions above to the third-Thursday jam we’ll have 
there this month. Please know that there is a tip jar available and that it is one of the means by which the doors to this great venue 
are kept open. We’ll have a break for snacks, so feel free to bring a treat to share. Parking is structured to assist with good 
neighbor relations, so please help out with your attention to where parking is permitted.  
PARKING: Park in front or in back of The Fiddle and Pick. If those areas are full, park across the street in the train station Lot. Don’t 
park in The Mudd Puddle Pottery Art Center parking lot. Leave clear the drives to the resident living behind the Mudd Puddle. 

October 27, 2011, Fourth-Thursday Tune Workshop  

Lilly Hsu will lead again this month. She will bring cross-tuned tunes, some of which will be reviewed if need be.   

Church of the Advent, at the corner of Franklin Pike and Lakemont Drive, just north of Old Hickory Boulevard where it intersects 
with I-65 in Brentwood, provides space with lively sound in the Youth Room of their Annex. We play here at our southern outpost 
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM, and we welcome all old-time players of all skill levels to this open jam.   

Other Area Old-Time Jams 

Ù The Fiddle and Pick has more than one open old-time jam each month in Pegram. Their schedule is shifting right now, so 
check their Web-site for correct information. Gretchen and company welcome music lovers of all ages and skill levels. There’s a 
lot of music and community going on here. fiddleandpick.ning.com. 

Ù The 5 Spot has a Wednesday Night Old-time Jam each week. This homey tavern/music venue located in East Nashville has 
been hosting an OT jam long enough to be an institution now. Stay up late and bear down on those strings. It’s on Facebook. 

The fine print:  
We appreciate the significant grant funding from TAC that will help bring presenters to .ǊŜŀƪƛƴΩ ¦Ǉ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ·±LLΦ 

NOTSBA’s Purpose: ...preservation and promotion of old-time string band music by bringing together persons interested in old-time  
music...and by reaching out to the community through public performances, workshops, seminars, festivals, and other public outreach, informational, and educa-
tional activities.  
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or the Nashville Old-Time String Band Association. NOTSBA is a volunteer organiza-
tion. While we strive for accuracy, we do not label as “official” any content found here. Have an idea for an article?  Please e-mail me at mldurham1@juno.com 

mailto:mldurham1@juno.com

