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***EVENTS***
Tennessee

Tennessee and National Championship Fiddlers’ Jamboree
   Held Friday and Saturday, July 1-2, in Smithville on the court square. For more information, call Neil Dudney at 615-597-8500 or go to www.nashvilleoldtime.org.
Uncle Dave Macon Days

   Held Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, July 8-10, in Murfreesboro at the Cannonsburgh Pioneer Village, 312 South Front Street. Uncle Dave Macon Days is probably the foremost festival in Middle Tennessee for old-time music lovers. You can expect to find old-time jamming all day Saturday in the area just to the right of the stage (from the audience’s point of view). For more information, call 1-800-716-7560 or go to www.nashvilleoldtime.org.

Cedarfest Fiddle and Dance Competition
   Held Friday and Satruday, July 15-16, in Lebanon at the James Ward Ag Center. For more information, call 615-641-0566 or go to www.nashville oldtime.org.

Bluegrass Along the Harpeth

   A fiddlers’ contest held Friday and Saturday, July 29-30, in Franklin on the court square. For more information, call Tommy Jackson at 615-771-5450.

Kentucky
Kentucky State Championship Old-Time Fiddlers Contest

   Held Friday and Saturday, July 15-16, at the Rough River Dam State Park near Litchfield. For more information, call Brent Miller at 270-259-3578 or go to www.nashvilleoldtime.org.

The EVENTS section is continued on page 2.
North Carolina
Allegheny County Fiddler’s Convention
   Held Friday and Saturday, July 15-16, in Sparta at the Higgins Agricultural Fairgrounds. For more information, call Trever Nichols at 336-372-8809 or go to www.nashvilleoldtime. org.

West Virginia
Appalachian String Band Music Festival
   Commonly known as “Clifftop” (the name of the nearest community), this festival is probably the premiere old-time music event in America. It is held at Camp Washington-Carver, a state park, from August 3 through August 7. Many campers will arrive as early as Saturday, July 30, to claim the best campsites and start the picking early. For complete information, call Pat Cowdery at (304) 558-0220, extension 130, or go to “Festivals & Contests” at www.nashvilleold time.org.
Ohio
Black Swamp Old-Time Music Festival
   Held Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, July 8-10, at the Mary Jane Thurston State Park, west of Grand Rapids, Ohio. For more information, call Leslie Lippert at 937-767-2999 or e-mail Lippert@yellowspring.com or go to www.godancing.org/blackswamp.html.

♦♦♦
Something New in 
Your Notsba Newsletter

   We now allow members to place classified ads at the end of the newsletter. All items (instruments, cases, tents, etc) must somehow be related to the old-time music world. Please, no cars, homes, pets, or electric instruments. If your item sells, you will be invited, but not required, to make a small donation to Notsba. □
Hosts Have Been Found for
All of 2005’s 4th-Sunday Jams
   Please e-mail Darlyne Kent (dkent@david sonacademy.com.) to schedule your home for a 2006 4th-Sunday Jam. □
Dr. Charles Wolfe Is Ill

   Recently, Dr. Charles Wolfe, noted music historian, friend and supporter of Notsba, and a past presenter at Breakin’ Up Winter, underwent surgery at a Nashville hospital. At last report, he was in serious but stable condition, and he is showing improvement
   Please keep him in your prayers and thoughts, and send you cards and letters to 

Dr. Charles Wolfe

1210 Bond Court

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 □

Clifftop

                                             ~Dave Cannon
   Over the past 12 years of Notsba’s life, I have watched the musical progress of its members. For the most part, those who have traveled to festivals and workshops have progressed farther and faster than those who haven’t. It has been my experience that to improve, you need to play with folks who are just one step ahead of you. Clifftop is a great place to find this experience.

   Clifftop is located at Camp Washington Carver in West Virginia. It is operated by the State Board of Tourism. The camp is exceedingly well developed with good showers and flush toilets. They clean the facilities five times a day and pick up trash from your campsite daily. There are no convenient motels, but there are a few bed-and-breakfasts that are handy. There is also a state park next door with group cabins. Odds are that you won’t find an unoccupied bed-and-breakfast at this late date, and the group cabins are always booked a year ahead of time. Your best bet it to set up a tent or something in Camp Washington Carver.
   Clifftop is a competition festival with an emphasis on West Virginia styles and music. Demonstration workshops are available, and a dance is held on Saturday night. There is also a senior competition and an Untraditional Band Contest. A cafeteria is available, but I can’t recommend the food. Still, you can use the cafeteria to supplement your camp fare.

   Camping is in five separate areas so even though the campsites aren’t right on top of each other, there is still an illusion of intimacy. A variety of instrument makers and other vendors set up their booths in a central area, and John Hatton is always there with his traveling store.

   Of the three big old-time festivals, this one is usually the most comfortable and the most fun. You should dress for the possibility of cold and wet. The grounds open the Monday before the competition. Clifftop takes place on the first week and weekend of August. This year that would be August 1st through the 7th.
I recommend you be there by Thursday afternoon if you want to find a reasonably good campsite. The earlier you get there, the more choices you will have. In recent years,

I have noticed more and more people leaving on Saturday night to travel to Galax, which runs the next week.

   I have met people from all over the country and all over the world at this festival. It has become the primary destination for most of the old-time community. You will have no problem “seeking your level,” or that magical “one step beyond” that I mentioned earlier. If you decide to make the drive, I will promise a good time while you are there. □
Uncle Dave Macon Days: From an Afternoon Pickin’ to a Tourism Powerhouse

                                          ~Patsy B. Weiler

   The 28th annual Uncle Dave Macon Days will take place July 8-10 at Cannonsburgh Pioneer Village in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The three-day family-oriented event draws more than 40,000 people to Middle Tennessee and has been designated by the American Bus Association as one of the top 100 events in North American for 2005. It has been directed by Gloria Shacklett Christy, the volunteer chairman, for the past 20 years
   Although the festival is now recognized as a premier summer festival, it began as a simple afternoon banjo picking on the grounds of the Rutherford County court house.

   The late pharmacist Jesse Messick, a long-time fan of the rural music he heard growing up near Murfreesboro, met with David ‘Ramsey’ Macon, the grandson of Uncle Dave Macon and planned the first event over a lunchtime sandwich. Signs were painted on large plywood boards and hung over the second story railings on the courthouse to advertise the afternoon “banjo pickin” contest.’

   At that time (the late 70s), the once bustling business area around the square was starting to slump. Messick, who owned the local Rexall drug store on the north side of the square and was active in the local merchant’s group, remembered how the historic town square once buzzed with activity on Saturday when local folks came to town. Also, he knew that when Uncle Dave, the Dixie Dewdrop, who was inducted posthumously into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1966, was alive, he often enjoyed perching on a courtyard monument and playing his banjo. In Messick’s mind, hosting a little music gathering on the square was a grand way to keep Macon’s memory alive and draw a crowd to the square.

   On that first hot July afternoon in 1978, few people in attendance could have envisioned how the small crowd of friends and neighbors would mushroom into a nationally recognized tourism event that has never charged admission. For the first three years, the only competition was in old-time and three-finger style banjo playing. In 1981, the prize money was raised to $450, and competitions in guitar, fiddle, and string bands were added. The grand marshal that year was the late Carl Tipton. Banjo great Stephen Wade came for a visit from Washington, DC, and served as a judge. Festival organizers made plans to raise money for a statue to honor Uncle Dave; however, that project was never completed.

   The previous year, when the motorless parade, or “energy saver” as the festival organizers called it, was added, the first grand marshal was the late Roy Acuff. The motorless parade was started to recognize the fact that Uncle Dave never drove a car and often viewed Henry Ford’s four-wheeled contraptions as the reason that Macon’s mule-powered freight business went under. The grand marshal was the predecessor to today’s Heritage Award Winner, given to individuals who have dedicated themselves to the preservation and promotion of traditional music.
   Ramona Jones was the first woman to be honored with a Heritage Award. One of the funniest things that happened that year had to do with her riding in the parade. The nice man who volunteered to give her a ride in his small wagon had a wooden sign on the back of his wagon–a gift from his grandchildren–that said, “Grandpa's Toy.” We spotted that just after she got in, and we almost had a stroke. We kindly asked the man if we could move the heritage award sign from the side to the back of the wagon to cover his permanently attached sign.

   One year, an old-timer who was about to ride in the parade handed me a quart jar in a paper sack just as he climbed into his wagon. He said it was Cranberry juice that he sipped on for the well-being of his kidneys, and he asked me to take care of it for him. My mother was with me, and she became suspicious. We screwed the lid off and took a whiff. Whew!! It just about knocked us down.

   When the parade drew to an end, he came back to fetch his “cranberry juice,” and he did indeed sip on it all day. Later, we found him sitting on the sidewalk, leaning against an old watering trough, entertaining the crowd with his potent cranberry elixir nearby.

   In 1982, buck dancing and gospel singing was added to the competition. John Hartford brought his big bus to Murfreesboro and served as the Grand Marshall. The “free-wheeling: competition was introduced this year. The winner took home a $100 prize and was treated to a ride in the parade. As the event grew, an arts and craft show was added, as was a now-defunct bicycle race, shape-note singing, children’s activities, a historic photo exhibit, a Sunday afternoon gospel sing and the awarding of two Macon-Doubler fellowships to fund lessons for individuals who want to study traditional arts.

   Through the years, hundreds of people and stories have been associated with the festival. When he was just a kid, country music entertainer, Marty Stuart, was part of the festival stage band. A young Leroy Troy developed his stage act performing for the crowds in Murfreesboro. John Balch, now the chairman of the judges, was a new college graduate working for then Commerce Union Bank when he won first place in old-time banjo in 1979 and 80.

   Bluegrass banjo player Lynn Morris was a banjo competition winner. Rhonda Vincent’s bass player, Micky Harris, grew up on the stage at the festival, and festival organizers still chuckle to themselves about the day that then congressman Al Gore was late getting to the parade grounds and had to run down East Main Street to catch his buggy. Later, Gore would return as the country’s vice-president. That year, a young Rebekah Weiler would foil the nation’s secret service when she crawled under the stand that held the large stage speakers and stood looking up at Gore and asking for his autograph.

   On June 24, 1986, Uncle Dave Macon Days was officially listed in the congressional Record of the United States as the home to the National competitions in Old-Time Banjo, Old-Time Clogging, and Old-Time Buckdancing. The new recognition garnered national publicity, and the festival began to see competitors from around the country. Large crowds and safety issues resulted in the festival moving off the public square to Cannonsburgh in 1989. The historic village is still home to the festival that continues to grow and change. The festival has been featured in a variety of national publications from Southern Living to Country Living and has been seen on several documentaries. The Rutherford County Convention Bureau said the festival brings in nearly $1 million of tourism revenue.
   A blues singing category was added in 2003, and last year, the harmonica contest was named for the late Deford Bailey, a Grand Ole Opry entertainer and harmonica great.
   Additionally, the festival worked with the Cannon Country Arts Center to develop a self-guiding driving tour between the two counties. The tour contains eight stops highlighting Uncle Dave’s life.

   This year, the Bluegrass banjo contest will be named in honor of the late Bobby Thompson, whose banjo work was legendary in Nashville, and Sunday’s schedule has been expanded to go from 10 AM to 4 PM. The day will include a communitywide gospel service, dinner on the grounds, and a Bluegrass gospel show.

   The Heritage Award winners this year are the great old-time East Tennessee fiddler Charlie Acuff and George D. Hay. Charlie Acuff will appear in person, and Margaret VanDamm will accept the Historical Heritage Award presented posthumously in honor of her father, George D.Hay, The Solemn Old Judge, the founding announcer of the Grand Ole Opry.

   Much has changed since that first banjo pickin’ on the square, but Uncle Dave Macon Days remains a community event, run by volunteers, that still brings friends and neighbors together to celebrate the area’s musical heritage.

   For more information call 615-893–6565 or 893- 2369, or visit the festival’s Web site at www.uncledavemacondays.com. □
John Harrod and Bob Bridges Present
a Fiddle Workshop

                                         ~David Carpenter
   Bob Bridges, a talented young old-time fiddler who lives up in south central Kentucky, asked me to pass along an announcement of an upcoming fiddling workshop. (Some of you will remember Bob from the Bread and Bagel jam sessions in Bowling Green.)
   Bob has organized a fiddle workshop with John Harrod. The workshop will take place on Saturday July 23rd, in the Pioneer Cabin on the campus of Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green. It is the same cabin where we held the Notsba 4th-Sunday jam in January 2004.
   This fiddle workshop is open to all fiddlers, from beginners to advanced players. It will begin in the morning on Saturday, July 23, (time not yet set) and continue on into the afternoon. John Harrod and his band will likely perform at a local restaurant that evening.
   The cost of the fiddle workshop is $20. It will be limited to fifteen fiddlers. When I spoke to Bob last week, he still had 11 spots available, but the workshop may fill up soon.
   Please phone Bob Bridges at 270-618-5140 to find out more about this workshop or to reserve a spot. Bob does not have e-mail access, but he will be glad to return your phone call, if you do not reach him at home.
   Most of you will know John Harrod or at least be familiar with his role in old-time music. He is a wonderful fiddler and has worked hard to collect and preserve old-time fiddle tunes in Kentucky. He was a presenter/performer at Notsba's Breakin' Up Winter festival in 2004.
   Below are a couple of Web links with information about John. The first one does a good job of describing his contributions to old-time music. The second article, though a few years old, includes many interesting quotations from John about his experiences with fiddlers in Kentucky.
   John Harrod/Folk Heritage Award http://artscouncil.ky.gov/04govaward/folk/folk.htm
   Fiddle Music Enlivens Symposium http://www.folkart.org/mag/fiddle/fiddle.html
   This workshop sounds like a wonderful opportunity for you old-time fiddlers. □
Why Mt Airy?

                                             ~Dave Cannon
   Every year I leave for Mt Airy knowing that I will see old friends and hoping that I will make new friends. This year was no different.

   We arrived at the festival on Thursday afternoon and set up next to some folks from the Philadelphia area who have been festival friends for many years now. I saw the fellow from Ontario who graciously shares his homemade wine with me every year. I shook hands with Lo Gordon who makes wonderful banjos and was in attendance at Breakin’ Up Winter this year. I played tunes with new and old friends all weekend. The music wasn’t always great, and admittedly I met one jam-breaker, but the fellowship of music was always there.

   I got to jam with two African-Americans playing fiddles. There were lots of others in the jam, and they danced as much as they played. Still I say “yea” for these folks who were honoring the cross-cultural experience or their great-great-grandfathers. I hope others will honor their example. 

   For the last five or six years, Mt. Airy has boiled down to one really intense jam over the whole weekend. I had not had this experience on Thursday, Friday, or during the day on Saturday. By Saturday night I was getting kind of nervous about not finding one and breaking the string.

   I was sitting outside my camper just enjoying the beautiful evening when I heard two cross-tuned fiddles playing. They were tight and intense. I thought this might be just what I was looking for. As it turned out, they were directly behind my camper just across the way. I walked over and listened till they finished their tune and, as is my custom, explained that I knew they were playing really tight together, but if they wanted a banjo player, I was just across the way. At that point I was invited to sit down, so I went back for my banjo and a chair.

   These fiddle players were both very young. Of course this is a relative statement, considering my age. There was one young man and one young lady. We played for about 40 minutes, barely stopping between tunes, with the music growing more and more intense. All weekend I had been changing my right hand techniques to match fiddle players I was with. Now I had to somehow match both fiddlers at the same time. Of course this was not as difficult as it sounds because they were playing tight and their dominant beats and strokes were matched. I played tunes I had never played and tunes that I knew in different ways. There was a version on “Shady Grove” I particularly liked. I figured out a way to add to the intensity on “John Brown’s Dream” when the fiddlers switch over to the lower strings on the second part. For you banjo players, I droned my forth string with the medley.
   More and more people showed up, and it was getting late. The music lost the intensity of the smaller group, so I said my “good night” and left.

   I don’t remember those two young fiddlers’ names, and it really isn’t important. To me it was what Mt. Airy is all about. There were people from everywhere, with very little in common, coming together for the music and the music experience. □
A Report from the 
Dickson Fiddle Contest

                                                 ~Phil Sparks

   The Notsba family faired well at the Arthur Smith, Robert Spicer Memorial Fiddler’s Contest in Dickson

   Jewelia Lawrence won the “Intermediate” fiddle contest and then took the fiddle off to become the grand champion. Julia also won first place in the fiddle contest at Lafayette. Jewelia, who is only 15, has been studying jazz and improvisation on the fiddle and is making serious progress.
   Delmer Holand took second place in the senior fiddler category while Phil Sparks took sixth–this in spite of the fact that he was ably supported by Susie Coleman on guitar and Jeff Rohrbaugh on mandolin.

   In old-time banjo, Phil Steinmetz won first place and Rebekah Weiler took third.
   Rebekah’s band, The Blue Creek Ramblers, won the old-time string band contest.
   All in all, it was a good day. The festivities took place in an air-conditioned building, there was plenty of room for jamming and rehearsing, and the staff reported a significant increase in attendance.

   The Dickson contest is rapidly becoming one of Middle Tennessee’s foremost venues for old-time music competition. □
A Report from Caesar’s Creek

Old Tyme Music Festival

                                                 ~Phil Sparks
   Saturday, June 25, Kitty and I attended the festival at Caesar’s Creek State Park in Ohio, just north of Cincinnati. Our musical trek was tied to a visit with the grandkids, who live only a half hour from the park.
   Aside from the obvious pleasures of spending time with our family, we enjoyed the company of our old-time friends from Ohio, the ones we see at Breakin’ Up Winter and at Clifftop. Joe Cook, from Fairview, Tennessee, was there with his fiancé Leslie Lippert and her friends: Lucy, Andi, Whitt, John, Barbara, Steve, Carol, Paul, and others.

   I actually placed in the fiddle contest. I took third place in the senior division. The other two guys in my division took first and second. I split the prize money with Joe Cook, who backed me, but I kept the ribbon.

   By the way, Leslie and Joe will tie the knot Saturday, September 3. □
A Report from Mt Airy
                                                        ~Phil Sparks

   Kitty I arrived at the Veterans Memorial Fair Grounds in Mt Airy around 4 PM Friday. We thought we would be ahead of the crowd, but the place was already bursting at the seams.
   When we asked if any trailer hook ups were available, the guys at the gate just laughed. People had started taking those the previous weekend.

   Friday evening, we messed around, digging up old friends, eating junk food, and listening to the contestants. We saw Patsy, Randy, and Rebekah Weiler; Thomas Maupin; John Hayes; Bob and Cathy White; Jim Holland; Dave Cannon; Don and Darlyne Kent; Jim and Joyce Cauthen; Dave Voltmer; Tom Bastion; Bob and Pam Hightower; and lots of other familiar faces from Breakin’ Up Winter and Clifftop. Mike Baugh; J.C. Miller; Albert Smith; Billy Griffin; Lieselotta Heil; and Ann Whitley and Doug Singleton were there, but we never crossed paths with them. We also met and picked a little with Casper Nichols and Evan Johnson and their friends.
   The music was about 40 percent Bluegrass and 60 percent old-time, though I did run across two young ladies playing blues fiddle with two guys on blues guitar–what a treat!

   I heard that Bella Fleck was there, playing Bluegrass and jazz on his banjo, and I exchanged greetings with Jake Krack and saw Jake and Sara Owen, a couple who turned out one of my favorite old-time CDs.

   I stopped Janice Birtchfield (of the Roan Mountain Hilltoppers) to ask her a question about a tune on their CD and was invited to drop by their camp and pick–which I did! It was quite a thrill to play “Old Cat Died” with Bill Birtchfield.
   Most of my jamming took place at Woody McKenzie’s camp. I wasn’t in their class, but I still had a great time. At one point we had 8 fiddlers, 4 banjo pickers, two guitar players, a bass player, a man on the spoons, and one young lady clogging on her portable board. Man, those guys are high-speed pickers!
   We had a few rain showers on Saturday, but it never seemed to interfere with the picking. Most of the experienced festival goers set up large awnings to keep the sun and rain at bay.

   I crawled into bed around midnight Saturday (everyone else was still going) with a smile on my face and fiddle tunes bouncing around the inside of my head.
   Sunday morning we packed up and headed for home. It was, indeed, a good time. Next year, we will try to be there earlier, perhaps as early as the previous weekend. □
A Penny Learned
                                                 ~Phil Sparks

   This one is for those of you who (like me) are interested in the English language.
   Have you ever noticed that the term “Bluegrass music” is often capitalized? At the same time, “old-time music” should always be written with lowercase letters.
   Is that because Bluegrass is somehow superior to old-time music? No, all “types” of music are written with lowercase letters: classical, jazz, blues, rock ‘n’ roll, etc. Bluegrass is capitalized only because it takes its name from the Bluegrass region of Kentucky, and all such distinct geographic regions are capitalized.
   “Bluegrass music” takes an uppercase B for the same reason that “Texas swing” takes an uppercase T. □
WANTED: Newsletter Editor
   Friends, I have thoroughly enjoyed editing this newsletter. Through it, I’ve made some excellent friends and learned a great deal about old-time music. Nevertheless, my year is almost up. Besides, editing this thing is hard work, and it’s cutting into my practice time–which, as you well know, I desperately need.

   Starting July 1, a new slate of officers will take the helm at Notsba, and one of those new officers will be the newsletter editor.

   If you would like to be considered for the job, let Ed, Don, me, or any other member of the board know. I promise to do everything I can to help you turn out your first issue.
   Phil Sparks

Please Contribute to Your Newsletter!

   If you have information you want to submit, or if you have ideas for improving the news-letter, contact Phil Sparks.
   If you are willing to review a CD or a book, contact Phil Sparks. If you don’t contact him, he will contact you!
   If you have a tidbit on picking, learning tunes, caring for instruments, etc, please sub-mit it for the “A Penny Learned” article.
   HELP!!!! If you know about an upcoming old-time music event, don’t assume that we already know about it. If it’s not posted on our Web site (www.nashvilleoldtime.org), we need the information desperately. Please help us keep our old-time community informed.
You can reach Phil at:

   kpsparks@msn.com

     or

   615-797-4356

     or
   2020 Claylick Road

   White Bluff, TN 37187

   The submission deadline for August’s news-letter is Monday, July 25.
Editor’s Note: The articles in this newsletter are placed according to when they are sub-mitted. The first article I receive is placed at the top, the second goes next, and so on.
Classified Ads
Rules: All ads must somehow relate to old-time music and our activities (YES: acoustical instruments, tuners, cases, camping gear, etc. NO: electrical instruments, cars, homes, pets, etc). Ads will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis as space allows. If you want an ad to run in more than one issue, you must resubmit it each month. If your item sells, you are invited, but not required, to make a small donation to Notsba.
   These rules will be revised as experience dictates.

FOR SALE: Reduced! Plastic fiddle. It is set up with ebony pegs and nut and a 4-fine-tuner tail piece and includes a case and a bow.

   This fiddle is ideal for rough camping and hiking. It will even double as a walking stick or canoe paddle☺, $100. Contact Phil Sparks, 615-797-4356 or kpsparks@msn.com.
WANTED: A Tubaphone tenor (4-string) banjo. If you have just the pot, that’s OK. Contact Phil Sparks, 615-797-4356 or e-mail kpsparks@msn.com with your price. (One of our Ohio friends needs this item.)
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ls.net/~fiddler/smlogo2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





A Publication


of Your


Nashville


Old-Time


String Band


Association


**********


UPCOMING


ASSOCIATION


EVENTS





†





Thursday


July 7


Slow Jam


6:30 to 8:30 PM


Stratford High


Cafeteria





†





Thursday


July 14


Regular Jam


6:30 to 8:30 PM


Stratford High


Cafeteria





†





July 24


4th-Sunday Jam


2 to 5 PM,


Hosted by


Julie Mavity-Hudosn


And


Eddie Hudson












